


TENA PR R EELjUIFTE

"He pointed t0 the philco and smiled. While 1 tried to
e was over,

Lunceford. .
s to the low volume. And when the piec

adjust my ear ‘
+ w what you call the

he would say, now that's music. I do not kno

noise you hear upstairs, but that's music".
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would
During each of those command performances, I wo

smile respectfully and move my head back and forth in rhythm as
if I really enjoyed this junk; and after my OWn performance was
over, [ would pat my father on the knee, say, thank you Dad." And
tell him I had something important to do.
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That something important, of course, was to get away

from that music. And then I would go upstairs and wonder how 1
could negotiate these walks past the living room and out of th

e

hou.se without having my father use his philco to da
brain. For a while, I considered puttin sl

: . al :
window, but it also would have Jet 5 st g a ladder against my

ar in.
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Had a burglar made it into My room, he would have h
wonderful time hearing Sonny Rollins.

ad a

John Coltrance, Dizzy
Gillespie, Miles Davis, Thelonious Monk, Bud Powell and Philly

Joe Jones. He would have been able to hear them right through
any ski mask because I alWays played them at top volume. The

greatest advantage of top volume was that | couldn't hear the

grown ups when they came in to tell me to turn that noise down.
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From time to time my father would come by, kick the door
open, and then stand there under the assault of the music. He had
the look of a sailor standing on deck in a typoon.
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And then his lips would start to move. I could not hear

him, but I did not have to, for he was sending an ancient message,
M the nojse down.
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I then would turn the sound down about halfwa

him to say, um it down, I said," I'd then turn the dial to the three
g him more, [ would say,

Y, moving

quarters point and he'd say, "more" givin

"Dad it's oft."
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And that "he would say, is what [ want” t
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Music has changed so drastically since the days when | | "

first heard the wonders of John (nltr'mc and Bud Powell. Today a
guitar is a major appliance whose volume guarantees that the
teenager playing it will never be aware of the start of world war
[11. This teenegar will merely see the explosions and will probably
think that they are a part of a publicity campaign for a new English
group call the Armageddon.
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I know | do not sound hip talking like this, but no matter
how he talks, a father can not sound hip to his children...... He can

- give high fives untill his palms bleed, he can say "chilly down" so
; mg:hu that he sounds like a short order cook; but the father will
: still be a man who lost all his hipness at the age of twenty-three.
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Anything that you like (if you are a father) cannot possibly

be something your kids like too, so it can not possibly by hip. You

know what would be the end of rock music? If enough parents
suddenly started to like it!
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The volume of "that noise" is my own fault, of course, No
one made me buy that complex stereo system for my decil-le-
hungly darling. The day I went into the electronics store to see the
“Quipment, those two box 95s and bowie twin triple hitter treble

Woofer speakers and double headed action did not seem too Inucl;
fora twenty-by fifteen bedroom, as long as there wasg no bed.
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Leven failed to notice the gleam in my dau
led the gleam in Dr. Frankenstien eye when



LA LB Al it~ i

o mobile. I had been busy -
happy by buying somethit

falling into the great aw==

to make 1o for her.

trap: trying © make a child
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s Dad-can-I then my name

If the children's name for me 1 i
atical)

y 1esponse is weak but gramil

for them is yes-you-may. (M
r. the tape deck, and those

you may have the tuner, the amplifie

speakers that belong at a pre-game val
confess, however, that all this permissiveness was not entireiy

ly at Gambling state. [ must

altruistic: 1 figured that whenever she wasn't home, [ could rent her

room as a recording studio.
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And so '
I'bought the stereo. The price was surrealistic, but

what I got for my money was more than
! belonged in yankee stadium. | got a smile
| | greatest father in the world.

just equipment that
that said that [ was the
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When I brought the equipment home, I simply opened th
imtruction book, which was slightly shorter than pride and
prc]'udicc, and flipped past the chinese, italian. french and turkish
gntil I got 10 the English, which had been written by a foreigner.
Only two hours later, the unit was assembled and T w as issuing

wise paternal advice.
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"Now the thing to know is you need not turn this unit up

s0 loud. Leave the volume control on two and a half and your ears
will adjust to every little nuance".
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"Yes Dad," my daughter said, still feeling that I was a
Wonderful person; and going to the stereo she put on a record that
%unded like a train derailment, which I pretended to like. I was
g 10 reach out to her generation, to understand that there
gt be more to music than just melody, harmony and rhythm.
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| day) anu >

st good music [ had heard al
as UP\'- IS |

rang (the fir
in. As I told them she W

daughter ‘
believe | heard one of them say that I was the greatest father s
[ sat down for lunct

Abraham. And then, when they we

with my wife in the dinning roof. W
nts later, things bega
s, the silverware

nt upstairs,
hich is just beneath my

daughter's bedroom. Mome n to move thy

orainarily had no locomotion: the plates, the CUP

and the salt and pepper shakers.
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I was unaware, "I
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50 geologlcal fault. "When the chandelj .

and the chairs began to dance, | said er began to sWi:
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want you to kn are my last 1. ordS
ow only the greatest truth that & Y vy

my heart.

you profoundly, and I ne
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istened intently to a deep rhythmic thumping - two short thumps

.nd one long one - that filled the house. And after listening to his

extraterrestrial sound for about a minute, she turned to me and

said, "that stereo 1s too loud" you can see that I married above my
1Q.

At once, I sprang into action. I rushed up, stairs and kicked
upon the door to my daughter's bedroom like a man arriving at a
fire. With the skin on my face feeling as though it were being

pushed away from my skull, and with a vein struggling to free

itself from the centre of my forehead, I shouted.
"Turn that noise down"
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