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This was spacially true of my entrance cxamination 10
harrow. The headmaster, Mr. Welldon, however, took a

broadrmnf view af my Latin prese' he showed discernment in

cme arkable, because
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It was from these slender indications of scholarship that
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Mr. Welldon drew the conclusion that [ was worthy to pass nto
Harrow. It 1s very much to his credit. It showed that he was a man
capable of looking beneath the surface of things: a man not
dependent upon paper manifestations. [ have always had the
greatest regard for him.
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In consequece of his decision, I was in due course placed

in third or lowest division of the fourth or bottom. The names of
the new boys were printed in the school list in alphabetical order
and as my correct name, spencer - churchill, began with an 's' I
gained no more advantage from the alphabet than from the wider
sphere of letters. I was in fact only two from the bottom of the

whole school: and these two, I regret to say, disappered almost
immediately through iliness or some other cause.
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I continued in this unpretentious situation for nearly a

vear. THOWeVeL, by being so long in the lowest form I gained an
;mmense advantage over the cleverer boys. They all went on to
learn Latin and Greek and splendid things like that But I was

qught english. We were considered such dunces that we could

learn only english; Mr. Somervell - a most delightful man, to
whom my debt is great - was charged with the duty of teaching the
qupidest boys the most disregarded thing - namely, to write mere
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It was a Kind of drill. We did it almost daily. As I remained

in the 3rd year three times as long as anyone else. I had three times
as much of it. [ learned it thoroughly. Thus I got into my bones the
essential structure of the ordinary British sentence - which is a
noble thing. And when after years my school - fellows - who had
won prizes and distinction for writing such beautiful Latin poetry
and pithy Greek epigrams had to come down again to common
English, to their living or make their way, I did not feel myself at
any disadvantage. Naturally [ am baised in favour of boys learning
English. I would make them all learn English: and then I would let

the clever ones learn Latin as an honour, and Greek as a treat. But

the only thing 1 would whip them for is not knowing English. I
would whip them hard for that.
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