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HIS FIRST FLIGHT
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:The young seagull was alone on his ledge. His two

w

and his sister had already flown away the day before. He
en afraid to fly with them. Some how when he had taken a
forward to the brink of the ledge and attempted to flap

e became afraid.
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His father and mother had come around calling to him

shrilly, upbraiding him, threatening to let him starve on his ledge
uniess he flew away. But for the life of him he could not move.
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That was 24 hours ago. Since then nobody had come near
him. Th day before, all day along, he had watched his parents
flying about with his brothers and sister, perfecting them in the art
of flight, teaching thém How to/skim flie waves and how to"dive
for fish. He had in fact seen his older brother catch his first-hefring
and devour it. Standing on a rock, whilc his parents circled around
raising a proud cackle. And all the morning, the whole family has
walked about on the big plateau midway down the opposite cliff,

taunting him for his cowardice.
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The sun was now ascending the sky, blazing warmly on
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his ledge that faced the south. He felt (he heat because he had not
aten SinCe the previous nightfall. Then he had found a dried picce
i mackerel's tail at the far end of his ledge.
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Now there was not a single scrap of food left. He had

ed back and forth ifrf-' > en |
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Ga, ga, ga, he cried, begging her to bring him over some

food. "Gaw - ool -ah" she screamed back derisively. But he kept
calling plaintively and after a minute or so she uttered a joyful
His mother had picked up a piece of the fish and was

--_s to him with it. He Ieaned out eagerly, tappmg the

s she flew across.
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and‘.ﬁheaﬂ stood still. He could hear nothing. But it only lasted a

moment. The next moment he felt his wings spread outwards. The

wind rushed against his breast feathers, then under his stomach

and against his wings.

LJiULJJiIL;U'/.?/:,LJI”;L,l;'/cu;","l_,i,:z_{. ol 2 v
u:mwv[_iﬁw..m b O JL_,_M”//;LJTJ-‘U:L{/“
L—J“J/fc_if_u'lp U Jumﬂ:{;,ufwuLJJl’_éLJfé.{;,I
SO A i i A FeagASusg Lo
L A b—x::—'u.,Qr?.u?LJ.;_:JJ’Juif:a.f_u’f_ﬁJy;
._,.:,ulus,g._.dzd:uﬂiv:-wa)w ..J)’J/L/LJIIU/J/LJIi
S ime £

He could feel the tips of his wings cutting through the air.
He was not falling headlong now. He was soaring gradually
downwards and outwards. He was no longer afraid. He just felt a
bit dizzy. Then he flapped his wings once and he soared upwards.
He uttered a joyous scream and flapped them again. He soared
higher. He raised his breast and banked against the wind. Ga, ga.
ga, ga, gaw - ool - al "his mother swooped past him", her wings
making a loud noise, He answered her with

another scream. Then

his father flew over him screaming. Thep he saw his two brothers

and his sister flying around hip, curveting and banking and

soaring and diving.
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